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“Election Year for USA Dance”

By: Michael R. Singleton, President USA Dance North Star
Chapter

Obama, McCain, Nader...who will you vote for this
election year? Not only is it a big year for the United States,
but it is also election year for USA Dance national office.
The news straight from the national office is there are two
candidates for Vice President of Dancesport, USA Dance;
Mark Garber and Ken Richards. Ballots for this election will
be in your September/October edition of American Dancer
Magazine. Their ideas for reforming the organization
(including information about simplifying dues, election re-
form, etc), and information about each member is found on
the website and in the magazine. Please check out the arti-
cles pertaining to this election, and send in your ballots. As
members of this national organization; not only is it our re-
sponsibility to elect the best officers for our local chapters,
but it is also our duty to elect officers for the national head-
quarters as well. Be sure to check your correspondence
from the national office to get more information, and check
the website at http://www.usadance.org. So, take some time
and exercise your right to vote in November!

Speaking of officers and elections...North Star chap-
ter has a few vacancies on the board. The First Vice Presi-
dent and Vice President of Hospitality offices have opened
and are looking for members to fill these positions. The
board requires excited, motivated people who will be com-
mitted to fulfill these spots. If you are interested, please con-
tact me at michaelrsingleton@yahoo.com to express your
interest and nominations. Elections for North Star will be
held in November.

Also, a reminder...our Holiday party will be Sunday,
December 14™, at Bolero’s at 10131 Atlantic Blvd. Dinner
and dancing begins at 6pm. The St. Augustine chapter will
join in on the festivities with us, so hopefully we will have a
great party with a sister chapter. Ticket costs are discounted
right now, so be sure to get your ticket now. See me, or
Contact Cheryl Schoonmaker, for your ticket today! Beat the
rush, and get that discounted ticket. Prices will increase in
November and December. And, be sure to remind those
who are interested that you do not have to dance or be in the
ballroom community to come to this party...use this as an
opportunity to not only celebrate the holidays with friends,
but recruit more member to our chapter!

As | always mention, | end this by stating: we, as an
organization, must work together to make our membership
the largest and most flourishing in town. Join me in our per-
sistence and determination to make our organization grow.

2008/09

Dance Calendar

Friday Musicale
645 Oak Street
Jacksonville, Florida
(904) 355-7584

November 16

*December 14
(*Christmas Dance)

January 18
February 15
March 15
April 19
May 17

Doors open at 6:30 PM

General Dancing 7 - 10 PM

Members $7.00
Non-Members $10.00

Dance Host Program

Just a reminder ladies...the Dance Host Pro-
gram is dtill in effect!!! Contact Joyce
Pastre at 262-3789 by the Thursday prior to
the monthly dance to get on the dance host’s
dance card. Please call early so we can en-
sure we have enough hosts to keep you all
dancing The cost is $10.00 per
lady...PREPAID. Send checks to: 12249
Kinelaven Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32258-9472




DanceSTAR North Star Chapter Newsletter Page 2

“Election Year for USA Dance...”

come, please send them!

Continued

| ask you, the members of USA Dance, to assist me in building our membership to have the preeminent social ball-
room dance organization in the River City by continuing to recruit and bring in more members. All ideas are wel-

Thank you. | hope to see you on the dance floor!

Member Spotlight

USA Dance Chapter #6104

VFW Post 2391
6184 US Highway 1 South
St Augustine, FL

Ph: 904-669-8276
November 8th
December 14th* *
Lesson 7 pm
General dancing: 8- 10:30 pm

Admission $6.00 members,
$10.00 non-members

www.usadancestaugustine.net

**December 14th at Bolerosin Jacksonville:
the NorthStar and St. Augustine Chapters
combineto present a Christmas dance for
your enjoyment. Seeflyer in this edition.

Cheryl Schoonmaker, our Chapter treasurer, has been a dancer
for about two years and has shown her passion for it by becoming
involved with our Chapter, taking lessons from Mike Singleton,
and already has several ballroom competitions under her belt.
She has always enjoyed dancing, but had never had lessons until
her son, knowing how much she enjoyed viewing “Dancing with
the Stars,” gave her a gift of some dance lessons. Cheryl has not
only competed in some of our local competitions, but traveled to
Ohio to compete this past August. She went to Atlanta and
Puerto Rico last year, and plans to compete there again soon...go
Cheryl!

Originally from Chicago, Cheryl and her husband moved to Jack-
sonville during the sixties when he was transferred by the Navy to
the Naval Air base, NAS Jacksonville. Cheryl and her husband
have been married for forty-two years, and have a son who lives
locally, and twin daughters, one in Ocala and one in Atlanta. She
has been blessed with ten grandchildren. Cheryl and her hus-
band split their time between living in Jacksonville, and at Lake
Santa Fe, outside Keystone.

Cheryl is a woman of many talents and varied careers: she stud-
ied cosmetology in Chicago, and had her own beauty shop busi-
ness until she moved to Florida. She also studied and taught art.
She is an accomplished artist who has worked in most media in-
cluding watercolors, oils, acrylics, and also has worked with
stained glass, and specialized in painting duck decoys. She
taught some of these skills in local arts and crafts stores, and also
displayed art at both local and out-of-town shows.

Cheryl is particularly interested in business, which she studied for
two years, and involved herself with the family’s collision repair
business when her husband retired a decade ago. She currently
shares this responsibility with her son. She also runs an online
travel agency, and is looking to put together a weekend cruise for
dancers — stay tuned for more on that!
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FOR THE SOCIAL DANCER

Thursday Daytona and Orlando

Ballroom Dancing at Club Savoy, Dance Calendar
6354 Arlington Road
Free Group 8 - 8:30 pm
General dancing 8:30 -10:30 pm. Cost $5 L #1$% L"# 1 8%

Music by Wade Nolan and Burt Pringle. November 8th, 22nd
December 13th, 27th, 31st

Saturday L esson 7 - 8 pm—Dance 8 - 10:30 pm
$6.00 members, $10.00 non-members
BOLEROS .
P=TAN , (
DanceSport and Wellness Center " ) *o+
10131 Atlantic Blvd, Jacksonville, FL - Sl # 0
Free group at 8 pm. November - No dance
North Star members $8 December 12th - Winter Wonderland Ball
You MUST show your USA Dance card! Lesson 7:30 - 8 pm—Dance 8 - 11 pm
Call 721-3399 for more information. Admission $6.00 members, $8.00 guests

Competition Corner

2008-09 Competition Calendar

Nov 8 Norcal California State Dancesport Champ. GOOd L u Ck! !

Oakland, CA

Jan 16-18 Manhattan Amateur Classic - NQE
- N:/r\;Yo?:, N$ e |n 2008

Jan 30-31 Smoky Mountain Dancesport
Knoxville, TN

Feb 7 South West Dancesport Champ-NQE Jim & Kathleen
San Jose, CA
Job & Sandy
&b hi hall h
e v Randy & Jean

Brandon & Morgan

More...
http://usadance.org/dancesport/competition-cal endar/




guuuuuuuuuuuuuunnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnna

It is never too late to experience the joy and rewards of learning music!

Contact:
Bronwen Chandler #
904-662-7354 +

RPN NNNNRNRRNRNRNRNRNRNNNNNNNNNNIIIIIIII
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If you feel like traveling, the Day-
tona Chapter is having a New

Y ear's Eve party with a catered
dinner, and dancing. Tickets must
be purchased in advance: $35.00.
Y ou can contact Jean Krupa
[jkrupa@cfl.rr.com] for morein-
formation.

Note that St Augustine Chapter’s
dance has moved to the second
Saturday night of the month and a
new venue.

We have a new contributor this
month with a very good article
about the coupl€ sfirst experience
with Amateur competition!

If you would like to submit a
dance-related article that our read-
erswould enjoy, please contact me
bronwen_chandler@hotmail.com
and I'll notify you when it istime
to collect submissions for the next
newsletter. Also, if you are com-
peting in Dancesport and not listed
in our competitors' list pleaselet
me know and I' [l add you in.
Thank youl!

Don't forget to visit the USA
Dance home web-site for lots of
additional information about your
organization and opportunities.
Thelink has changed; hereisthe
new link: http://usadance.org/

Here'sa useful link to tell you
about the various dance venues
around Jacksonville:
http://www.dancersdelight.net/new
detter.htm
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Mixed Media
By Lisa Buckloh

| just picked up a copy of Quick Before the Music Stops: How Ballroom Dancing Saved My
Life by Janet Carlson (2008; www.broadwaybooks.com). Found in the “self-help” section of the book-
store, this is a tale of “one woman’s midlife renewal through dance, and how her newfound empower-
ment transcends the dance floor and becomes immediate and relevant in every aspect of her life”.
Sounds promising. Janet Carlson is the Beauty and Health Director at Town & Country magazine and
authors of numerous articles. She began ballroom dancing during her college years at Yale and com-
peted for 7 years before stopping to focus on her career and family. She returned to dancing 20 years
later.

Many dance shows are coming to the First Coast this season. Mark your calendars:

St. Petersburg State Ice Ballet’s Cinderella —ice dancers performing the classic tale of Cinder-
ella. December 11™ at 7:30 pm; UNF Fine Arts Center.

Giselle - traditional romantic ballet performed by the State Ballet Theater of Russia. January 9™ at
8:00 pm; Times-Union Center, Moran Theater

Tango Fire — Argentine tango show with dancers, singer and musicians offering “a journey from the
red light district of Buenos Aires, to the glamour of the Roaring Twenties, into the world of contemporary
ballroom dance. January 20" at 7:30 pm; Times-Union Center, Moran Theater.

Momix — blend of physical theatre, circus, athletic dance, and comedy for a multimedia experience.
January 29™ at 7:30 pm; The Florida Theatre

Drumline Live — marching band performers from America’s top Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities with “feats of athleticism” from steppers and dancers. January 31%, at 8:00 pm; Times-Union
Center, Moran Theater.

American Ballet Theatre ABT Il — classical ballet and contemporary choreography. February 10"
at 7:30 pm; The Florida Theatre.

Riverdance - Farewell performances. February 13-15; Times-Union Center, Moran Theater.

DanceBrazil — blend of contemporary dance and Capoeira featuring live musicians. March 7™ at 7:30
pm; UNF Fine Arts Center.

@'vv'Vva"vv'Vvvv@
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* Sharon and Cecil Dixon *
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Keep our chapter a Quality Chapter.
Renew your member ship early!!
Bring afriend to a dance...they get in FREE for their first
dance!!
Rl ) * ) ' |
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North Star Chapter Officers and
Committee Chairs

President..................... Michael Singleton
1% Vice President........... vacant
2" Vice President...........  vacant
Secretary....o.oevveiininnn Jackie Hamlin
Treasurer.........cooeeeene. Cheryl Schoonmaker
Membership................. Carol Wyninger
Publicity ..........coooi Kathy Anderson
Dance Host Program ......  Joyce Pastre
Web Design ................ Jim Scalise
Newsletter................... Bronwen Chandler
Hospitality/Decorating..... vacant
Youth.....oooieiiiiian LisaBuckloh
Telephone.................. Sonia Cushing
Sharon Alexander
Outreach .........cccvvvnnee Helen & Joe Jones/
Burt Pringle
Members-at-Large........... Suzanne Connery
Carol Wyninger
Immediate Past President..  Wade Nolan

Don’'t miss a single issue of the North
Star newdetter—DanceStar. If you have
moved, please let us know your new
address(s) - mailing and email!

Michael Singleton, 894-3160,
michaelrsingleton@yahoo.com

North Sar Chapter

www.northstarjax.org

If anybody has any suggestions for our web-
site please let usknow!!!

Burt Pringle
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